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the General whether it would not be best to leave out that portion to which I was sure the State rights party would particularly object. He refused. "Those are my views," said he, with great decision of manner, "and I will not change them nor strike them out." ' "
Ihis fiery spirit loved his country as few men have loved it. Though he regarded those proceedings as the fruit of John C. Calhoun's treasonable ambition and treasonable resentment, he rose, on this occasion, above personal considerations and conducted himself with that union of daring and prudence which had given him such signal success in war. He went to his office alone and began to dash off page after page of the memorable proclamation which was soon to electrify the country. He wrote with that great steel pen of his and with such rapidity that he was obliged to scatter the written pages all over the table to let them dry. A gentleman who came in when the President had written fifteen or twenty pages, observed that three of them were glistening with wet ink at the same moment. The warmth, the glow, the passion, the eloquence of that proclamation were produced then and there by the President's own hand.
